
The Waterbeach team pushed with local partners the potential for 
a school with no car access: literally designing out the “drop off” 
challenge. The layout ensures easy and quick access for walk  
and cycle drop off and collection, but the nearest parking would 
be further away than the short walk from the homes the school  
will serve. 

The school will still enable access for disabled drivers, as well as 
emergency services and coaches, but has been cleverly designed 
to have no direct car access. The design is a core part of ensuring 
a culture of active travel is instilled from a young age, and from 
people’s first experience of life at Waterbeach. 

The design and layout is now being prepared for consultation and 
then submission, with the aim of opening in September 2023.
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We know to really turn the dial on 
getting people to think bike or walk 
first you need to get people into good 
habits from day one of their routines, 
and from a young age. Designing out 
the car school run hits our key priorities 
of cutting carbon, and improving health 
and well-being, but also crucially the 
wonderful woodland walks and play 
spaces around the school provide 
fantastic opportunities for friendships 
and connections to nature to flourish.”
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7. School access
   
 The network of routes and streets in KP1 has 

been designed to support sustainable travel 
and movement with an aim to minimise reliance 
on the private car and to ensure a legible, safe, 
permeable and vibrant development. 

 The School site benefits from excellent 
pedestrian and cycle access from the 
neighbourhood.

 The diagram below shows the movement 
network that is to be provided in KP1 including 
an extensive pedestrian and cycle network 
that will be delivered through a combination 
of segregated cycle lanes along primary and 
secondary streets and through open spaces on 
paths shared with pedestrians. This is illustrated 
on the illustrative masterplan to the right.

KP1 movement network


